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Resumen

Introduccién. Las arafas (orden Araneae)
constituyen el grupo més diverso dentro de la
clase Arachnida, con aproximadamente 52 948
especies descritas a nivel mundial (World Spider
Catalog, 2025). En México se registran cerca
de 2506 especies. Las arafias desempefian un
papel esencial como agentes de control biolégi-
co por su caracter de depredadoras generalistas.
Objetivo. Identificar las principales familias de
arafas presentes en el cultivo de maiz y en un 4rea
adyacente de pastizal. Métodos. Se realizaron
seis muestreos entre enero y mayo de 2024 en tres
localidades del estado de Yucatan: Muna, Peto y
Conkal. Los muestreos se llevaron a cabo en dos
hébitats: cultivo de maiz criollo Nal-Tel en etapa
vegetativa (incluyendo bordes del cultivo) y un
area de pastizal ubicado adyacente al cultivo. Las
recolectas se realizaron con red entomolégica de
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Abstract

Introduction. Spiders (order Araneae) are the
most diverse group within the class Arachnida,
with approximately 52948 species described
worldwide (World Spider Catalog, 2025). In
Mexico, around 2506 species have been re-
corded. Spiders play a crucial role as biological
control agents due to their generalist predatory
behavior. Objective. To identify the main spider
families, present in a maize crop and an adjacent
grassland area. Methods. Six samplings were
conducted between january and may 2024 in
three locations in the state of Yucatdn: Muna,
Peto and Conkal. Sampling was performed in
two habitats: a plot of native maize (Nal-Tel) in
its vegetative growth stage (including the crop
borders) and a grassland located adjacent to
the maize crop. Specimens were collected using
an entomological net. Samples were preserved
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golpeo. LLas muestras se conservaron en alcohol
al 70 % se etiquetaron e identificaron a nivel fa-
milia mediante claves dicotémicas. Resultados
y discusién. Se colectaron un total de 362 indi-
viduos, distribuidos de la siguiente manera: 286
en el cultivo de maiz (incluyendo bordes) y 76 en
el area de pastizal. Se identificaron ocho familias:
Thomisidae (160 individuos), Oxyopidae y Sal-
ticidae (77 individuos por familia), Araneidae y
Cheiracanthiidae (21 individuos cada familia),
Clubionidae, Mimetidae y Tetragnathidae (dos in-
dividuos cada familia). Las familias dominantes
fueron Thomisidae, Oxyopidae y Salticidae, reco-
nocidas por su comportamiento de caza activa,
lo que las convierte en importantes controladores
biolégicos de plagas en agroecosistemas (Simo et
al, 2011). Conclusiones. Las familias Tho-
misidae, Oxyopidae y Salticidae destacan por su
abundancia y potencial como agentes de control
biolégico. Su presencia en distintos habitats agri-
colas subraya la importancia de conservar areas
vegetativas y pastizales aledafios como reservorios
de enemigos naturales benéficos.
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in 70 % ethanol, labeled, and identified to the
family level using dichotomous keys. Results
and discussion. A total of 362 individuals
were collected as follows: 286 in the maize crop
(including plot borders), and 76 in the grassland
area. Eight families were identified: Thomisidae
(160 individuals), Oxyopidae and Salticidae
(77 individuals per family), Araneidae and
Cheiracanthiidae (21 individuals per family),
Clubionidae, Mimetidae and Tetragnathidae (2
individuals per family). The dominant families
were Thomisidae, Oxyopidae, and Salticidae,
known for their active hunting behavior, which
makes them effective biological pest control agents
in agroecosystems (Simo et al., 2011). Conclu-
sion. Thomisidae, Oxyopidae, and Salticidac
stand out for their abundance and potential as
biological control agents. Their presence across
different agricultural habitats highlights the im-
portance of preserving vegetative areas and sur-
rounding grasslands as reservoirs of beneficial
natural enemies.
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